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Stages of Second Language Acquisition

Children acquiring a second language generally move through the four stages below.  It is
important to note that not all children go through all stages and that very often the same
child will ‘weave’ in and out of each of these stages, depending on the situation.

Adapted from:
Tabors, P. & Snow, C. (1994). English as a second language in preschool programs. In F. Genesse (Ed.) Educating

second language children: The whole child, the whole curriculum, the whole community. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Observational and
Listening Stage

Telegraphic and
Formulaic

Speech Stage

Home
Language

Stage

Fluid
Language
Use Stage


