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                                    Engaging Families with Language and Literacy 

	Ideas/strategies to involve and engage families with listening and speaking:

· Encourage parents to tell their children short stories, and have children retell their favorite part of the story (Preschool Curriculum Framework (PCF), Volume 1, p. 111).
· Suggest the use of family games as an opportunity to help children talk and ask questions, for example, families can use board games, or other familiar games that children enjoy (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 113).
· Encourage Parents to model the use of language by singing a song and encouraging children to follow their lead (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 114).
· Send families with ideas in their home language of what to look for on the weekend, for example, a sign that says open or closed (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 126).
· Invite parents to come to the classroom and speak with you (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 126).
· Have children do projects with their families, and then have children share what they made (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 126).




	Ideas/strategies to involve and engage families with reading:
· Encourage families to read environment print to their children, for example, while going on a walk, the parent can read street signs to the child (PCF, Vol. 1, p.132).
· Encourage families to sing songs and poems each day (PCF, Vol. 1, p.137).
· Send books and other reading- related materials home with children (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155). 
· Support children and families in sharing books at home (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155).
· Share ideas with parents about questions they might ask about books, and provide these in the home language (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155).
· Suggest ways that parents can send a response back to the classroom (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155).
· Introduce parents to resources to get books for home (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155).
· Send simple alphabet activities home (PCF, Vol. 1, p.155).



	Ideas/strategies to involve and engage families with writing:

· Encourage families to respond to children’s questions and requests for help while forming a letter (PCF, Vol. 1, p.163).
· Encourage families to model writing (PCF, Vol. 1, p.164).
· Suggest to families to display children’s writing (PCF, Vol. 1, p.164).
· Send writing materials home with children (PCF, Vol. 1, p. 165).
· Use displays to help family members understand the developmental nature of writing (PCF, Vol. 1, p.165).
· Provide ideas about where family members can find paper on which their preschooler can write and draw (PCF, Vol. 1, p.165).
· Encourage family members to share writing with their child (PCF, Vol. 1, p.165).
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